little talk of late about the interest which the leaders of the
armed forces of certain states are evincing in sucih distant
regions as the Arctic.
Only the representatives of the United States of Amer-
ica and Great Britain themselves, of course, can give us
a complete picture, by which we could judge of the state
of affairs.
There is no need for me to dwell in detail just now
on the political aspect of the question under discussion.
I think I may hope that this question, in the main, is
already sufficiently clear to the representatives of the states
here present.
After all that has been said, let me remind you that
as early as last August the Soviet Government submitted
a proposal to the effect that the States Members of the
United Nations organization submit to the Security Coun-
cil definite information regarding their armed forces sta-
tioned on the territories of other United Nations. It pro-
posed that the governments submit the following infor-
mation:
Firstly, information as to where on the territories of
United Nations and othei; friendly states, and in what
number, there are armed forces of other United Nations.
Secondly, information as to where OE^ the aforesaid
territories there are air and naval bases, and what is the
size of their garrisons belonging to the armed forces of
other States Members of the United Nations organization.
Aside from political considerations, such information
is essential to the Security Council amd to the Military
Staff Committee, which is now studying the question of
the armed forces which the United Nations are to make
available to the Security Council in order to safeguard
universal -peace, in accordance with Article 43 of the
Charter. The Soviet Government, for its part, has expressed
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